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Purpose

As a Catholic institution, Pius XI Catholic High School exists to support the faith development and
rigorous learning of each student. The dress code ensures students maintain a positive, respectful, and
professional appearance that supports a productive academic and spiritual environment. Clothing
should reflect modesty, neatness, and respect for others, aligning with Pius XI's Catholic values.

Enforcement

To ensure effective and equitable enforcement of this dress code, school staff will enforce the dress
code consistently, and in a manner that is aligned with our Catholic values. The reinforcement of the
dress code will not increase marginalization or oppression of any group based on race, sex, ethnicity,
religion, cultural observance, household income or body type and size. The following dress code is a
tool to help students dress in a manner that is consistent with our values and supports the dignity and
worth of each person. Students' dress should sustain a community that is inclusive of a diverse range of
identities, while balancing the student’s need for self-expression while maintaining human dignity and
modesty. The following code applies to student dress each academic day from, unless otherwise
determined as a “spirit day” or “dress down” day. It is each and every student’s responsibility to respect
the spirit of the dress code at all times (including when on field trips both on and off school premises).

Pius Xl school administration makes all final decisions on any dress code issue/violation and reserves
the right to determine what is appropriate, clean, neat, offensive, unsafe and clothing unsupportive of
the school’s mission.

Quick Links:

Daily Dress Code
Mass Day Dress Code

Dance & Special Event Dress Code
Polo & Spirit Wear Shop
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PIUS XI DRESS CODE 2026-27
The following code applies to student dress each academic day, unless otherwise determined as a
Dress Up Day, Spirit Day or “Dress Down Day.”

A. DAILY DRESS CODE

Pants: Traditional classic-cut or relaxed-fit chinos OR denim jeans without any rips, frays or distressed
sections must be worn by all students during the school day. (Jeans are not allowed on Mass Days). All
pants are to be worn at the waist, and be one of the following solid colors: tan, black, navy blue, gray,
brown, or olive. Jeans may be of any blue denim color or approved pant color as listed above (tan,
black, navy, gray, brown or olive). Pants/Jeans must reach the ankle and must be neat, clean, and
without rips or frays. Leggings are not allowed unless they are worn under skirts or shorts.

Skirts: Skirts and shorts cannot be shorter than the length of the hand when the arm is in the relaxed
vertical position. Skirts must be in the same approved solid colors as pants listed above (denim, tan,
black, navy, gray, brown or olive).

Shorts: Students may wear chino-style shorts. Cut-offs or athletic shorts are not permitted. Shorts must
be worn at waist level at all times and cannot be shorter than the length of the hand when the arm is in
the relaxed vertical position. Shorts must be in the same approved solid colors as pants listed above
(denim, tan, black, navy, gray, brown or olive).

Shoes: Shoes (dress or gym) and socks must be worn at all times. Dress sandals and Crocs are
permitted. Slippers, soft-bottomed shoes, house shoes, thong sandals (flip-flops) are not permitted.

Shirts: Collared shirts are required unless approved Pius Xl spiritwear is worn (see below for more
information). Polos or button-downs must be solid color, without patterns, in one of the following colors:
navy blue, gray, gold or white, and may consist of only a manufacturer’s logo.

Sweaters, sweatshirts and cardigans without Pius XI branding are allowed provided they are
solid, without patterns, in navy, gray, gold or white and may consist of only a small
manufacturer’s logo. A collared shirt must still be worn under these items with the collar visible.

Any Pius XI branded spirit wear is allowed as a substitute for a collared shirt. This includes
t-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, quarter and full zip tops. (TAC T-shirts without Pius XI
logo/branding are not allowed except for Community Day and other days specified by
administration).

Headwear: Students may wear headwear to hold back long hair or braids. Students may wear skull
caps, turbans, open-ended tubes and decorative head wraps to serve those purposes. Students may

not wear headbands that were designed for athletic purposes.

Students are to remove hats and hoods when entering the school building and keep off as long as they
are in the building.
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B. DRESS-UP DAYS (MASS)
Students not dressed appropriately on Mass days will receive dress code referrals.

Pius Xl students must wear their Pius XI polo for all Mass days throughout the school year.
Dress slacks, chinos, khakis and appropriate skirts are expected. Jeans are not allowed on
Mass days.

e Cardigans, sweatshirts or pullover sweaters are allowed only if the Pius Xl polo is worn under
near with collar visible.

e Dress shoes are encouraged.

Examples of clothing and appearance NOT in alignment with the Pius XI Dress Code :
e Violent language or images.
Images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or activity).
Hate speech, profanity, pornography.
Campaign slogans or political messaging.
Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment based on any protected
class or consistently marginalized groups.
Any clothing that reveals visible undergarments.
Ripped or frayed clothing or clothing with holes.
Accessories or any spiked garments that could be considered dangerous or could be used as a
weapon.
Crop tops or any top that exposes a student’s midriff.
Dark sunglasses, hats and hoods are not to be worn in the school building at any time.
Slippers, pajama pants, bonnets and durags are considered sleepwear / house wear and will
only be allowed on designated casual days (those days will be communicated during the year).

C. DRESS CODE EXPECTATIONS FOR DANCES & FORMAL SCHOOL EVENTS

Shoes are to be worn at all times, bring a pair of comfortable shoes to change into.

Students are expected to dress in a way that reflects the dignity of our school community and aligns
with the values of modesty and respect. Clothing should be neat, clean, and in good condition.

The following items are not permitted:

Ripped, torn, or frayed clothing

Completely open-backed attire

Hemlines that do not provide full coverage when sitting, standing, and dancing
Plunging necklines

Exposed midriffs or cut-outs

Excessively tight-fitting clothing

Mesh or see-through apparel
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Guidance for Female Attire
Dresses, skirts, and other formalwear should meet the above standards. Hemlines should be at least
mid-thigh length and provide full coverage and allow for comfortable movement throughout the evening.

Guidance for Male Attire

Students should wear dress pants, khakis or non ripped/frayed jeans and a collared dress shirt or
sweater. Shoes should be close toed. Clothing should be properly fitted and free of tears or stains.
Casual clothing such as shorts, T-shirts and athletic or lounge wear is not appropriate for these events.

Dance & Special Event Dress Code Enforcement

School staff will be enforcing these dress code standards at the entrance to the dance. If a student or
their guest arrives wearing attire that is not within dress code, they will receive a dress code referral.
We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain respectful and enjoyable events for everyone.

You can see examples of inappropriate clothing linked here.
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